
California waters. Although other bill-
fish (black marlin and short-bill
spearfish, for example) have been caught
off Southern California, they have a
more tropical distribution and are rela-
tively uncommon in our waters. 

Occurring mainly in the upper water
column, striped marlin spend most 
of their time above the thermocline.
Though occasional dives to 600 feet
have been recorded in tagged individ-
uals, this species is typically associated
with the surface waters and relies
heavily on visual cues for feeding. 

Despite numerous studies on striped
marlin, there is still debate with regards
to the stock structure of this species.
Limited information poses consider-
able challenges for managers, making
accurate stock assessments extremely
difficult. Movement patterns and stock
structure of the population is current-
ly the focus of several research groups,
so insight on these critical issues is on
the horizon. 

Fisheries
In addition to recreational fisheries,
there are also directed long-line fish-
eries that target striped marlin through-
out the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
These fleets typically use shallow-set
long-line gear and have a variety of
markets for their catch. Price per
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and tournament proceeds to sales of
fuel and food, tremendous revenue is
generated from the striped marlin
recreational fishery. To our local econ-
omy the importance of this fishery
cannot be underestimated, and it is
our opinion that Southern California
anglers are doing a great job with
respect to conserving this resource. 

The striped marlin also plays an ex-
tremely important economic role in a
number of locations around the world,
including Baja’s East Cape and Cabo
San Lucas, where thousands of tourists
feed the local economy in the hopes of
catching a striper. Since the striped
marlin is a highly migratory species, it
is critical that all countries with com-
mercial fleets targeting striped marlin
consider the revenue generated by
these recreational fisheries and the role
this resource plays in local economies. 

Distribution 
Found in both the Pacific and Indian
oceans in water temperatures ranging
from the high 80s down to the low 
60s and at latitudes ranging from 46°N
to 46°S (in the Pacific), the striped
marlin has a more temperate and
widespread distribution than the other
billfishes (excluding the swordfish)
and is the only marlin species that 
routinely migrates through Southern

triped marlin are the most targeted billfish in Southern
California waters, with thousands of anglers dragging
the warm breaks and blue water for a chance at catch-
ing and most likely releasing a striper. From tackle sales

STRIPED MARLIN 
(TETRAPTURUS AUDAX)

pound is typically dependent on fat
content and flesh color, with some
countries preferring the deep orange-
colored flesh that is sometimes present
in these fish. Because the striper usual-
ly yields a lesser price per pound, it is
typically not the primary target of
most long-line operations, but they are
sometimes bycatch of long-line opera-
tions targeting tuna, pelagic sharks,
and swordfish.  

Life History
Unlike most pelagic shark species, the
striped marlin grows relatively fast and
is considerably fecund, meaning that
they have the capacity to produce
large numbers of offspring. Like the
rest of the billfish and tuna species,
striped marlin spawn seasonally in
warm tropical and subtropical waters
(>75° F). Little is known about the
exact spawning locations; however,
larvae have been found off several
locations in the Pacific, including the
waters off Japan, the South Coral Sea,
and the tip of Baja California. Precise
growth rates are not known, but it is
believed that sexual maturity is
reached within two to three years and
at a weight of 50 to 80 pounds. 

Because there is still much to learn
about the life history of the striper,
taking a conservative approach to 
the harvest of these animals is ideal.
Given the striper’s recreational appeal
and economic draw, it is refreshing to
see such a high catch-and-release rate
by our local anglers. In our opinion,
we think that Southern California
Anglers are doing a great job with
respect to the conservation of the
striped marlin resource. Unfortunately,
only a small fraction of this pelagic
resource visits our waters, making it
even more important that we take the
initiative and lead by example. 

PIER is a non-profit 501(c)3 research
institute dedicated to scientific research
and the sustainable management of the
marine environment. Special thanks are
offered to Mr. Thomas Pfleger and Family,
Darryl Lewis and the Harris Foundation,
Tommy Fullam and Vicki Wintrode. To
hear more about PIER research projects,
please visit us at www.pier.org. ■
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FISHERMAN:
AT LAST!

Get an E-Z Anchor Puller and pull your
anchor at 100’ per minute.  Never leave your
control station, no crawling out on the bow
and taking a chance of falling in the water, 
just sit in your seat and push the button. The
rougher the water, the better this anchor pull-
er works. Catch more fish with an E-Z Anchor
Puller because you can move your boat so
easily. The fishermen that have our anchor
pullers say they would quit fishing if they did-
n’t have an E-Z Anchor system.

Anchor pullers and pulpits for 20’ - 60’
boats. We have 5 different models and can
hold up to 600’ of line.

Contact us Today for a
FREE BROCHURE AND DVD!

231.845.1838 EZAnchor-
Puller.com

P.O. Box 608, Ludington, MI  49431

E-Z ANCHOR PULLER
M A N U F A C T U R I N G

FISHERMAN:
AT LAST!

E-Z ANCHOR PULLER
M A N U F A C T U R I N G

f you are out there targeting marlin, you
should decide beforehand if you are go-
ing to release the fish. If you are, use a
circle hook on your bait rig. This will re-

duce deep- or foul-hooking of the fish and will
facilitate easier release. On your trolling lures
use a single “J” hook rig, or you can try a
single circle hook. A double-hook rig is not
recommended if you plan on releasing the
fish; they are much harder to remove, cause
more damage, and become a potential haz-
ard to you, should the fish start thrashing
while you are trying to remove the hook.

If you want to tag your fish, you should
leader it as quickly as possible and wait
until it is calm and swimming alongside the
boat. Insert the tag in the shoulder muscle
one or two inches below the tallest part of
the dorsal fin. Avoid the head, gills and
stomach areas. Take care not to allow the
fish to injure itself on the side of the boat 
or the transom.

Be sure to completely fill out and return
the tagging report card to the Southwest
Fishing Science Center.

Do not remove the fish from the water;
you can still get great photos of it in the
water. Hauling the fish out of the water 

causes stress on its internal organs and 
removes him from his oxygen supply. Keep-
ing him in the water greatly improves its
chances of survival after releasing it.

If the hook is visible, it can be removed
with a pair of pliers while someone is hold-
ing the fish by its bill. There are a few new
de-hookers out on the market that look like
they will work very well. But if the fish is
deeply hooked, cut the line as close as pos-
sible to the mouth. I have a safety cutter
attached to my tag stick for this purpose.

Revive the fish by motoring slowly for-
ward while holding it by the bill, keeping it
underwater, allowing the water to flow over
the gills until color returns and the fish be-
gins to swim or “kick” on its own. Be patient
and keep trying. I have seen fish revive after
more than 15 minutes of towing.

Obtain a copy of the Billfish Newsletter
by the Southwest Fisheries Science Center;
it is a wealth of information about your bill-
fish fishery and has the results of the tag-
ging efforts. Tags can be obtained at the
Marlin Club of San Diego, or at the National
Marine Fisheries Service.

Remember: Let them go to fight 
another day. ■

I

MARLIN RELEASE TECHNIQUES
BY CAPTAIN WAYNE SLAHOR,
THE MARLIN CLUB OF SAN DIEGO


