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Our Mission:
PIER is dedicated to the advancement of 

sustainable fisheries management through applied 
field research and public education.

PIER is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization based in 
Oceanside, California.

To read more about PIER research, please visit 
www.pier.org



 

 

 

PIER conducts applied research on key species that support recreational and 

commercial fisheries in the Pacific. Working directly with agencies responsible for the 

management of our coastal resources, PIER research is focused on questions which 

will ensure viable management and healthy populations for future generations. 

What types of research questions does PIER address? 

Movement studies:  The PIER team uses several different 

tagging technologies to answer questions pertaining to the short 

and long-term movements of species off the California coast.  

Understanding migration corridors and the degree to which we 

share resources with other countries is critical for effective 

management and long-term sustainability.   

Ongoing movement studies at PIER include tracking the migration 

patterns of white seabass and swordfish, two important species to 

our local economy and coastal ecology. 

.   

Catch and release mortality studies:  PIER is also keenly interested in the 

disposition of species after they are caught and released.  Catch and release mortality 

estimates play an important role in 

management models and also provide 

anglers with information on their impacts to 

local stocks.  Currently, the PIER team is 

performing catch and release survivorship 

studies on common thresher sharks in the 

recreational fishery, a project that partners 

with the National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS/NOAA).    

 

Bycatch reduction gear development studies:  PIER is investigating ways to use 

movement pattern data to develop cleaner fishery options off the U.S. West Coast.  

Specifically, the team is using swordfish depth data to develop and trial alternative, low-
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bycatch swordfish gear types. Increasing gear specificity and 

designing fishing gears that reduce interactions with bycatch 

species may lead to increased opportunities for domestic 

fishers and reduce our reliance upon foreign imports.    

Additional studies on the ecology, reproductive biology and 

physiology of coastal and pelagic species are also underway 

at PIER. For more information contact Chugey@pier.org. 

How are results shared with the public?   

PIER research is published in peer-reviewed scientific journals and directly 

communicated to fisheries biologists through strong collaborative ties with the National 

Marine Fisheries Service and the California Department 

of Fish and Game. In addition, PIER research and 

project updates are presented at several public venues 

all across southern California.  The PIER team also 

engages younger audiences through several 

presentations throughout the year to K-12 schools in 

southern California.     

 

How are projects funded?    

PIER is funded through private donations and through federal and state granting 

agencies. In recent years, grants through the federal and state agencies have been 

extremely competitive, with several opportunities now requiring a significant matching 

component from outside sources.  For this reason, seed money from private donors 

plays a vital role in the success of projects and our ability to generate longer-term 

support.   

How can you help support PIER research?   

The future of California’s marine resources relies on sound scientific research, public 

education, conservation, and effective management.  Unfortunately, many of the 

questions that we need to address cannot always be answered by our management 

partners (NOAA and CADFG).  It is our goal to address these questions in a timely 

manner such that we can act before it is too late.  Contributions of any amount are 

welcome and can be directed towards a specific project or interest. The development of 

new projects is also possible; however, these may require board approval if they involve 

significant time and resources.  Please feel free to contact us for more information and 

remember that all donations are tax-deductible and greatly appreciated.   

Chugey Sepulveda, PhD; Director & Senior Scientist, Chugey@pier.org; www.pier.org; 760 721-1404 
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